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A Letter from Mr. Henry Holungsworth, to the American 
Pbdofophical Society, held at Philadelphia, &c. 

Read before the Society, ijtb of February, 1769. 

Gentlemen, 

TH E laudable defign with which you feem actuated to 
promote the good of your country, and the earneft de- 
fire you have exprefied in the public papers, to be informed 
of whatever may tend to that purpofe, induce me to lay before 
you fuch experiments as I have made and found effectual to 
deltroy the wild garlic, with which the country is in many 
places infected, and which is very pernicious to the grain. 
If what I offer, mall meet with your approbation, and be 
judged worthy the attention of the public, you are at liberty to 
communicate it in fuch a way as you lhall think, moft proper. 
For my own part I (hall think myfelf happy if my experience 
may, by your means, be made ufeful to my country. 

In 1753, I fallowed and fowed with wheat, a field of about 
50 acres, the greateft part of which was very full of garlic %, 
l fallowed in May, furred in Auguft, and fowed in Septem- 
ber. In April 1754, 1 perceived the wheat much choaked 
with garlic, and at harvtft found in many parts of the field 
almoft every tenth head was garlic, which rendered the wheat 
unfit for ufe, until by immerfing it in tubs of water the garlic 
(which floats) was feparated from it. But though the wheat, 
if carefully dried, receives littie injury from this immerfion, 
yet the trouble attending it is fo great, as to discourage farm 
ers from railing large crops. In April 1755, I planted the fame 
field with Indian-corn, and had a good crop. In April 1756, 
I fowed the fame field with oats, in August I ploughed down 
the oat ftubble ; and in September lowed a crop of wheat. 
In April 1757, I was agreeably Surprized at feeing but very 
littie garlic, and that final! and dwindling-, and at harveft 
there was fcarce a head to be found, except along the fide of 
the fences. The fuccefs of this culture, which was merely 
acciden a 1 , and done without any view of deftroying the garlic 9 
induced me to try the following experiment. 

In 
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In April 1758, having fixed on afield for my next fall 
crop, which had produced Indian-corn the year before, and 
was equally full of garlic with that I mentioned before; I fowed 
part of it with oats, the other part I fallowed in June, and 
ftirred in Auguft, at which time I plowed in the out ft ubble, 
as before, and fowed the whole in September, caufing the fame 
ridge to pafs through part of the ftubble and part of the fallow- 
ed land. In April 1759, there was a very perceivable differ- 
ence. The ftubble part was green with wheat, but the fallow- 
ed part was of a bluilh colour, occafioned by the quantity of 
garlic, and at harvcft was full of large heads, while in the 
ftubble part there was not one to be found. 

Since that I have continued to fow oats in the garlicky 
lands defigned for wheat, and find I have fucceeded fo well in 
deftroying the garlic, that after three years culture in that 
way, the lands may be fallowed and fown with wheat in the 
ufual manner, without any danger from that noxious plant. 

Several of my neighbours have purfued the fame method 
and find it anfwers. As the advantage of a crop of oars is 
more than equal to the difference between fallow and ftubble 
ground wheat (where the land is tolerably good) I would re- 
commend it to all who are troubled with garlic to make a trial. 
The only difadvantage will be the impoverifhing their lands, 
which, if they have manure, may be eafily remedied. At the 
fame time, I would obferve, that the ftubble which is plough- 
ed down ferves for a manure, and nearly repairs the wafte oc- 
cafioned by the crop of oats. 

If it be afked why oats deftroy garlic, I muft confefs I am 
unable to refolve the queftion. Perhaps ploughing the 
land in the month of April, when the grea,eft part of 
the oil of the root or clove is in the fhoot, and turning it un- 
der at that time, deftroys the roots more effectually than at 
any other feafon, and the mowing the oats, which is the me- 
thod purfued by us, deftroys the heads that would otherwife 
come to feed later in the year. Poflibly the fame tillage in the 
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fame feafon without fowing oats, might anfwer the end pro- 
pofcd. But having never made the experiment I can fay no- 
thing certain on that head. 

I am, &c. 

H. HoLLINGSWOB-TH. 

Head of Elky Nov. 30,-1768. 



ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Peter Miller, of Ephratah, 
to Mr. Charles Thomson, on the time of fowing PEASE, 
fo as topreferve the Crop from being worm-eaten. 

TH E peafe I fend you the fample of are the produce of 
laft fummer. Their feed was very much worm-eaten, 
but as the crop produced from them was no way infected, 
it is evident that their fafety . depended entirely on the time 
of fowing •, which is about the 10th of June, new ftyle. 
This hath been confirmed to me by a farmer here of a long 
experience. 

" The beft method would be to begin fowing towards the 
latter end of May, and continue for a few weeks, fowing 
fome each week, or at the diftance of 3 or 4 days, in order 
to difcover whether the worm does not come from fowing in 
an improper feafon. Some Albany peafe might likewife be 
tried as feed j all which I recommend to the prudent con- 
fiderationof yourfociety. For, if you could make any fu re 
difcovery for the ufe of the country, the public would be 
greatly indebted to you. 
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" Pease were heretofore very plenty in Pennfylvania. I 
knew one farmer in Oley who raifed fixty bufhels at a crop, 
and I did not hear that they were damaged at that time by 
the worm. I mod not forget to tell you, that, as the peafe 
I have fent you are of an excellent kind, and very fcarce 
here, you will be careful to propagate their fpecies. As 
to the lentils which are fent, the time of fowing them is 
early in the fpring, and molt commonly with oats." 

N.'B. . 



